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Piedmont Board of Commissioners 
Piedmont City Hall 

102 Walnut St. 
 
August 18, 2026   
Unapproved Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

1) Call to Order; Pledge of Allegiance; Invocation; Roll Call 
The Meeting of the Piedmont Board of Trustees was called to order at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
August 18, 2026, beginning with the Pledge of Allegiance. In Attendance: Dale McMillin, 
Shannon Blotske, Jack Parks, Ben Neill & Bruce Lutz.   Bruce Lutz said the Invocation.  
2)Approval of Agenda: Lutz made a Motion to add under Planning & Zoning  P5 to the rezoning 
and also under Planning & Zoning add Ordinance changing the time and day for P&Z to meet , 
Seconded by McMillin. Motion carried 5-0.  
3)  Public Hearing for Alcohol License transfer from SDPG LLC to Black Hills Valley LLC: Jason 
Henry for Black Hills Valley was present. Transferring an on-sale Liquor and on-off Sale Malt 
Beverage & SD Farm Wine licenses. No public comment was made in opposition to the transfer. 
McMillin made a Motion, Seconded by Lutz to approve. All voted “Aye”. Motion carried. 5-0 
4) Picture was taken of the new Board of Commissioners and the Attorney.  
5)  Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the Regular Meeting on August 4, 2026: Motion to approve 
Minutes by Lutz, Second by McMillin. Motion carried 5-0. 
6) Planning & Zoning:  

A) Report: P&Z met tonight and Approved Preliminary Plat for DER Estates, Building 
Permits for Jim Sandberg & Daemian Ferrazzano and a Minor Plat for 
Larson/Ainsworth.  

B) Swearing in new Board Member to Planning & Zoning-Scott Toothman was done before 
Planning & Zoning tonight. 

C) Tyler Olson was not present to talk to the Board. 
D) (added above) 1st Reading of Ordinance 2026-04 Amending Title 8 (to change the time 

and date for Planning & Zoning Meetings) McMillin made a Motion to approve 1st 
Reading, Seconded by Neill. All voted “Aye”. Motion carried. 5-0 

E) (added above) Re-Zoning P5 Property to General Commercial: Blotske made a Motion, 
Seconded by McMillin to defer, after it was explained why we are doing this and 
discussed McMillin rescinded his Second, and the Motion died for lack of a Second. 
After more discussion, McMillin made a Motion to approve to send this to Planning & 
Zoning for a Hearing, Seconded by Lutz. McMillin and Lutz “Aye”, Blotske and Neill 
“Nay”, Parks “Aye”. Motion carried. 3-2 

              7)  Park:  
A)  Report: Looks good and getting lots of good use. Farmers Market has been 

slow, but it rained on Sunday. 
8)  Street Maintenance:                        
A) Report: Base course down on Walnut Street and looking good. It appears they are 
staying on track. 
B) StageBarn Subdivision-road repair discussion: A letter was received from the 
Stagebarn Sanitary District reporting that they do not collect funds for the streets 
and want the City to help them with repairs. Attorney found documentation filed 
with the South Dakota Secretary of State showing the continued exixtence of the 
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sanitary district with full road district authority which provides the ability of the 
sanitary district to levy taxes for their streets. Given the continued existence of the 
sanitary district, Piedmont would need to enter into a  Joint Powers Agreement with 
them to provide any assistance.  They just want to know that since they pay taxes if 
the City will help. More discussion and they were told the City would need to see an 
estimate to what it would cost to fix the roads before they can agree to help fix 
anything.  
9)Water: 

A) Report: Meters will be read on Thursday. 

10)  Library:  
A) Report: No Report.  

 11)  Finance: 
A)  Approval to Pay Bills: Lutz made a Motion to approve payment of bills, Second by 

Blotske. Motion carried 5-0. Bills paid: Merchant Bank fees: $1.46, $.16, $.32, $.04. 
Payroll: Megan Stietz $16.80, Benjamin Neill $166.23, Dale McMillin $55.41, Shannn 
Blotske $110.82, United States Treasury $4007.32, A&B Business Solutions $356.57, BH 
Energy $1,093.02, Black Hawk Water $16,50.95, Bluepeak$329.81, Diana Evans-
reimburse $48.30, Gunderson. Palmer, Nelson & Ashmore $7,354.00, Hermanson Egge-
building inspector $260.00, Jims Private Utility $807.50, Kieffer Sanitation $374.51, 
MDU $47.97, South Dakota 811 $43.05, South Dakota Dept. of Revenue $300.00.   

B) Confirm Signers on accounts: McMillin wanted to be sure it is understood that he is not 
the only signer of checks so McMillin made a Motion that he and Parks are designated 
to be signers of checks, Seconded by Lutz. All voted “Aye”. Motion carried. 5-0 

C) Approval of Board for invested monies: Monies were previously moved to better % 
accounts but need to be approved by the Board. After McMillin told the Board that he 
moved water funds at the Community Bank to a money market Lutz made a Motion to 
approve the move, Seconded by Neill. All voted “Aye”. Motion carried.  

D) Ordinance 2026-03 – 1st Reading of the 2027 Budget: it was explained that this Budget 
gets sent to the County for our mil levy and that Jack & Mary Jean have been putting 
quite a bit of work into it. Lutz made a Motion, Seconded McMillin to approve 1st 
Reading. McMillin mentioned that Sewer system should be an item line. Discussion. Lutz 
& Neill voted “Aye”, Blotske & McMillin voted “Nay”, Parks voted “Aye”. Motion carried. 
3-2 
12) Old Business: Nothing 
13) New Business: 

A) Ordinance 2026-___ Piedmont Tiered Industrial and Mining Protective 
Ordinance: Lutz made a Motion to approve as 1st Reading, Second by Blotske. 
McMillin brought up that he would like to see Jake Breaks for the noise issue 
added. Attorney discussed the list of things that that he put in an email that was 
his interpretation of what the County needs to see before Jurisdiction talks can 
happen after participating in a group phone call. He feels it is premature to 
approve an extraterritorial ordinance without an agreement with Meaqde 
County. Blotske said she was on the phone call too and she disagrees. Person in 
the public, Greenberg, spoke up and said he was on the call also and agreed with 
Blotske and that was not how he understood the phone call. He claimed this 
Ordinance is not tied to the ETJ (Extra Territorial Jurisdiction). Parks told the 
Board that with the changes made they need time to review it. When vote was 
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called after the discussion Lutz vote “Aye”, Neill, McMillin and Parks voted “Nay” 
and Blotske didn’t vote. 1st Reading did not succeed.  

 
B) DOT estimates and contracts: No contracts at this time. Everything is 

preliminary because of the easement holdup. Blotske read something that 
wanted to rescind the Motion made at the last meeting giving Mayor Parks the 
approval to sign documents needed to keep the waterline move going.  
Seconded by McMillin. Discussion was that is Ok for Parks to sign but they want 
it to be a Commission decision. Blotske, McMillin, Lutz and Neill voted “Aye”. 
Parks voted “Nay”. Motion carried.                   
* Parks made a Motion to have others handle the contract and signing. There 
was a discussion about what he meant and it was decided that Parks can call 
Neill or McMillin to have someone else look at the contract with him and then a 
Special Meeting can be called to approve. After a bit more discussion Parks 
rescinded his Motion.  

 
C) Discuss/Decide New Attorney Contract: the Board is looking for another 

attorney for times when our current attorney is overworked or conflicted with 
mining issues. This needs to move to Executive Session, after Public Comment.   

14)  Public Comment: Waggoner talked about Williams and Evans. Question was asked 
about the 1 mile jurisdiction. Question was asked about the lawsuit with the 
Annexation and was told it is over and annexation is complete. Greenberg asked if 
they were in the City? Asked McMillin about his choice of words when he talks about 
the Mine. Pitlick from BH Pioneer introduced herself and said she wants to cover all 
sides of the Mining issue.  

15)  Executive Session: Lutz made Motion, Seconded by McMillin to go into Executive 
Session in 5 minutes pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2 subsection 3. Motion carried 5-0. 
8:30p.m. /Lutz made Motion, Seconded by Blotske to come out of Executive 
Session. Motion carried 5-0.  
*13C was discussed in Executive Session. After coming out of executive session, 
McMillin made a Motion to approve hiring Waeckerle Law PROF LLC  for $250 per 
hour. Seconded by Lutz. All voted “Aye”. Motion carried.  

16)   Adjourn: Having concluded all business, McMillin made a Motion to adjourn the 
meeting, Second by Blotske. Motion carried 5-0.   9:23p.m. 

 
 
 
 
______________________________________________               ______________________________________ 
John L. Parks                                                              Diana L. Evans                                              
Mayor, Piedmont SD                                  Finance Officer     
 
 
 
 
                                         This institution is an equal opportunity provider    
           
                                            Published once at the approximate cost of $_____ 


