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PO Box 101 Mike Johns — Trustee/Planning & Zoning
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Jeff Kottwitz-Water

Spencer Anderson — Maintenance

You are Welcome to Attend:
Regular Meetings on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each Month at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall

-these are formal meetings Open to the Public and Agenda items are discussed.
Planning Meetings on the 2nd & 4t Tuesdays of each Month at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall
-these are informal meetings with open forum for discussion, questions and concerns.
Possible Agenda items for Regular Meetings are discussed.
Planning & Zoning Meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of each Month at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.
Library Board Meetings on the 4" Monday of each Month at 5:30 p.m. in the Library.
Park Board Meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of each Month at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.
*Park Board Meetings are temporarily Canceled
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Fax Services are available during City Hall Office Hours-No Charge

Notary Services are available during City Hall Office Hours — No Charge
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In Office Schedule;

Mary Jean Voigt who does Water Billing and Bookkeeping is in the Office Monday thru Thursday

from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Diana Evans who does Administrative (most everything else) is in the Office on Mondays,

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.



Phil's Corner

As our country enters its quin-centennial, our small community of Piedmont is entering its
eighteenth year as an incorporated community. While Piedmont has been a community for
roughly 140 years, it was only incorporated in the first part of this century in response to the
development of Summerset incorporating as a town in the early 2000’s. The developers of
Summerset, working in coordination with county officials gerrymandered the cities’
boundaries around the existing neighborhoods to avoid having their incorporation voted down
by the residents of those neighborhoods. Many of the residents of southern Meade County
have lived here for years and did so to escape the higher taxes and more stringent rules of city
living. When the levels of population started to explode, many of our long-term residents
looked at the two models of governance in the southern part of the county and decided they
would rather be a part of the lower taxed and less rules bound model. Nearly every
neighborhood in the 1-90 corridor between the two communities has voluntarily annexed into
Piedmont. Piedmont has grown five-fold in our two decades of existence, not from
development, but from residents coming into our community of their own accord. The
explosive population growth of southern Meade County has been caused by state and county
officials equating per numbers of new people as proof of success. Pure population growth
with no business growth is nothing more than suburban sprawl and benefits no one other than
developers and large corporate businesses in Rapid City. Tax increment funding (TIF) by
county government benefits no one other than the speculator that is trying to make large
sums by passing development costs for infrastructure on to lower levels of government (i.e.
fire districts, schools) as well as the county itself while increasing the demand for their
services. State government has exacerbated the revenue problems for all levels of
government by changing the rules to allow agricultural land to be taxed at production value
rather than real value. While we support our ag community this is a pure money grab allowing
speculators to set up limited liability corporations to buy agricultural land and pay little or no
tax until they make vast sums by developing it, usually into more residential housing.
Meanwhile the property values in the 1-90 corridor have gone through the roof with our
residents paying substantially higher county and school (not city) taxes. During this session our
governor and various legislators are pushing a transaction tax or county sales tax as a way to
allow a cap on owner owned residential housing. These proposals are another in the long list
of ideas by politicians who don’t understand economics. With the declining number of retail
business in proportion to poputation, in Meade County, most of our resident’s disposable
income is spent in Rapid City {Pennington County). This is great for Rapid City, but doesn’t do
squat for us. The residents of the corridor had the temerity years ago, to elect a Democrat to
the legislature. This caused the politicians to redistrict and for the majority of this century, the
southern half of the corridor has been represented by politicians from Rapid City and the
northern half by ones from Union Center. Talk to your new representatives and let them know




this is not good for Piedmont. Last year Piedmont was recognized by the district court as a
class two municipality. As a result we will be electing a mayor and four at large city council
members this election. This is a huge change in our form of governance. The interest and
enthusiasm shown by our people for our opposition to a mine in the center of our town was
very gratifying. We need to continue this enthusiasm as we go forward. The battle to protect
Piedmont is far from over. It is time for a new generation to become involved in our
community. | would urge each and every one of you to consider running for or supporting a
qualified individual for each of these positions. Our community needs an informed and

involved populace.
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SNOW REMOVAL

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT VEHICLES ARE NOT ON THE STREETS WHEN IT
IS SNOWING. PULL INTO YOUR DRIVEWAY. IF IT IS DIFFICULT FOR THE
SNOW PLOW THEY WILL NOT PLOW YOUR STREET. A SIMPLE MOVE MAKES
IT EASIER AND NICER FOR EVERYONE! THANK YOU!

It’s got to happen sometime!!!
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Open Burn Permits

The City of Piedmont is now issuing Burn Permits for within the City limits.
Please read the directions carefully on our Website
And fill out the application.
We will return your authorized permit to you.
Permits are only issued Monday — Thursday during office hours.
Burning can happen any time after you have your permit
until March 31st,



Are You Interested in Representing your Community?

NOTICE OF VACANCY
MUNICIPALITY OF PIEDMONT

The following offices will become vacant due to a change of form of government, as authorized by Circuit
Court of the Fourth Judicial Circuit, from a board of trustees to a
commissioner form of government, consisting of a mayor and four commissioners:

The following offices will become vacant and the initial terms of the commissioner form of government shall be
as follows:

Mayor, five-year term
City Commissioner, one-year term
City Commissioner, two-year term
City Commissioner, three-year term

City Commissioner, four-year term
After the initial term is completed, the following term of office will be three years for each of the above offices.

Circulation of nominating petitions may begin on February 2, 2026,
and petitions may be filed in the office of the finance officer located at
102 Walnut Street, Piedmont, SD, 57769,
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., mountain time,
Monday through Thursday, not later than the 24" day of March, 2026,
or mailed by registered mail not later than the 24" day of March, 2026,

at 5:00 p.m. mountain time.



To keep updated and how you can help fight the Mining in our area
#Protect Piedmont's Future Facebook Page

—— -

We are in our NEW
City Hall
102 Walnut St.
We are loving the new space and working to get it organized.

Stop by sometime and we will show you around!!
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Water Department Information
Waterlines and Freezing Temperatures

The Cold could still happen. Be Prepared!!

Colder temperatures are once again just around the corner. Piedmont and Trail West water customers are
encouraged to inspect the waterlines on your property for adequate frost and freeze protection. A properly
insulated line will avoid expensive repairs when the temperature drops. Also, keep in mind if Piedmont issued
meters and appliances are injured by freezing or use of a torch to thaw, or otherwise damaged by the act or
neglect of the occupant of the premises, or of his or her agents, the cost of repair or replacing the same shall
be paid by the owner or occupant. There’s still several warm days remaining so please “check and protect” the

lines at your home for proper insulation before it really gets cold.

Underground and Non Occupied Spaces

Excluding Trail West residents, customers who have water meters located in “underground non occupied
spaces or pits” are encouraged to check these areas several times per year for leaks thereby avoiding a costly
water bhill. The property owner is responsible for leaks from the curb stop to your home.



Water use and especially unattended Leaks can quickly add up to excessive water bills!

Water Leak Statistics: The following shows the amount of water that can be lost for various size leaks.

A dripping leak consumes:
15 gal. per day 450 gal. per month

A 1/32 in, leak consumes:
264 gal. per day 7,920 gal. per month

A 1/16 in. leak consumes:
943 gal. per day 28,300 gal. per month / At 60psi, a 1/16" hole leaks 74,000 gallons (9,850 cubic feet) in 3
months

A 1/8 in. leak consumes:
3,806 gal. per day 114,200 gal. per month / At 60psi, a 1/8" hole leaks 296,000 gallons (39,400 cubic feet)
in 3 months

A 1/4 in. leak consumes:

15,226 gal, per day 456,800 gal. per month / At 60 psi, a 1/4" hole leaks 1,181,500 gallons (158,000c¢f) in 3
months

Water Dept. - continued

A 1/2 in. leak consumes:
60,900 gal. per day 1,827,000 gal. per month

Common water Loss examples:

Leaking Toilet @1/2 GPM = 21,600 Gal/mo

Drip Irrigation @1 GPM = 43,200 Gal/mo

Watering Garden for 2 hours @ 5 GPM = 18,000 Gal/mo
Watering Garden for 2 hours @ 10 GPM = 36,000 Gal/mo
Unattended Water Hose 1 night @10 GPM = 5,400 Gal/mo
Broken Services Line | night @15 GPM = 8,100 Gal

1 day @15 GPM = 21,600 Gal

1 week @15 GPM = 151,200 Gal

I month @ 15 GPM = 648,000 Gal

Stuck Ice Maker @ 2 GPM = 86,400 Gal/mo

Stuck Check Valve in Washing Machine — 30 minutes = 240 Gal
Stuck Float Valve in Watering Trough @ 5GPM = 216,000 Gal/mo

Typical Normal Water Uses:

1 Bath = 42 Gal

1 Shower = 17 Gal

Wash 1 Load of Clothes = 45 Gal
Flush Toilet = 3 Ga



~PIEDMONT
/" ~/YALLEY LIBRARY

Books * Audio Books * Movies Computers ® WiFi

&Like Us on Facebook!

111 Secohd Street, Piedmont
605-718-3663
piedmont.library@hotmail.com

www.piedmontlibrary.net

Every Thursday at 10 a.m.

Ages 5 and under and their
® % adults: Join us for read-aloud
stories and related activities.

Bluestockings Book Club

|||||||||||||||||||||||||

February 20 at 10:00 a.m.

To participate, stop by to
borrow a copy of the book,
then come discuss it!

Friends of the Piedmont Valley
Library

Annual Meeting & Potluck Social
February 21 — 1:30 p.m.

Come learn how Friends supports the
library, and enjoy some good food.

Monthly Events

Chess Club—1st and 3rd Tuesdays,
5:30 p.m.

Elementary Book Club — Every Thurs-
day, 3:30 p.m.

Pokemon Club — March 7, 10:00 a.m.

Crochet Club — 3rd Saturday, 10:00
a.m.

Yoga in the Park (Community Center un-
til the weather is nice) — 2nd and 4th
Saturdays, 9:00 a.m.

D&D Club (Community Center)— 2nd
and 4th Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.
*Feb. 28 D&D will meet at noon*

Homeschool Gathering — 2nd Friday,
1:00 p.m.

*Introducing Kid’s D&D — Tuesday,
February 24, 5:30 p.m.*

Author Signing

Meet LaVerne C. LaVake,
author of
Through the Wilderness: Prose,
Poetry, and Sourdough
February 10 at 5:30 p.m.

Teen /Tween Night
Safe space for teens (11-17)

Watch Party — Freakier Friday
February 12 — 5:00 p.m.

RSVP for pizza:

Piedmont.library2@hotmail.com




Piedmont Valley Library

20'th

Al]ﬂiVBl‘Sﬂl‘Y Celebration

Saturday, February 28"

at 10 am
Help us celebrate 20 years
of service to our
wonderful community!
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Brick Order forms for the Park Music area

can be picked up in City Hall
000

Take a look at what others have done.
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plad® It is Very Important to be able to be found in an Emergency

Please be sure that your House has proper House numbers on it and that they are posted where
Emergency vehicles can easily see them. We have an Ordinance for this and will be enforcing. We
have had it pointed out by Fire and Sheriff that it is hard to find places in Piedmont. Having the
proper number posted is very important!

Please don’t let an Emergency happen before you comply!
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@ riepmont

Bumper Stickers are available at City Hall

for those who wish to display them on your vehicle
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Look for the next Newsletter!
Thanks for being a part of our beautiful little Communit
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