BPIEDMONT PUBLIC NEWS

April 2026
Piedmont Phil Anderson-Board President/Finance
102 Walnut Street Jack Parks -Board Vice President/Streets
PO Box 101 Mike Johns — Trustee/Planning & Zoning
Piedmont, S.D. 57769 Bruce Lutz-Trustee/Library
Phone (605)716-5495 Clint Petersen-Trustee/Park
Fax (605) 716-6013 Diana Evans-Finance Officer
Piedmont1@rushmore.com Mary Jean Voigt-Deputy Finance Officer
www.piedmontsd.com Megan Stietz-Library Director
Office Hours are: Emily Marshall-Assistant Library Director
Monday-Thursday 9:00-5:00 Kristin Britt-Assistant Library Director

Jeff Kottwitz-Water
Spencer Anderson — Maintenance

You are Welcome to Attend:
Regular Meetings on the 1t & 3 Tuesdays of each Month at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall
-these are formal meetings Open to the Public and Agenda items are discussed.
Planning Meetings on the 2nd & 4t Tuesdays of each Month at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall
-these are informal meetings with open forum for discussion, questions and concerns.
Possible Agenda items for Regular Meetings are discussed.
Planning & Zoning Meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of each Month at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Library Board Meetings on the 4 Monday of each Month at 5:30 p.m. in the Library.
Park Board Meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of each Month at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall.
*Park Board Meetings are temporarily Canceled
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Fax Services are available during City Hall Office Hours-No Charge
Notary Services are available during City Hall Office Hours — No Charge
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In Office Schedule:
Mary Jean Voigt who does Water Billing and Bookkeeping is in the Office Monday thru Thursday

from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Diana Evans who does Administrative (most everything else) is in the Office on Mondays,

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.



We are in our NEW
City Hall
102 Walnut St.
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Election Day in Piedmont will be June 2"d,

It is important to be informed and vote.

Your City is making a Big Change and going from a
3" Class Municipality (population less than 500) Trustee Form of Government
with a President and Vice President (for the last 19 years) to a
2" Class Municipality (population 500 to 4,999) Commissioner Form of
Government with a Mayor.

All seats were open and Petitions were taken out.
We will have an Election for the 4-year term and the 5-year (Mayor) term.
The other seats were filled by only one person taking out and turning in a valid
Petition for that term.

*We will be having a Meet your Candidates at the
American Legion 101 Pine Street on

April 30t at 6:00 p.m.

Also, included in this Newsletter is a bit about each person.



Meet vour Candidates

*Running for the 5-year Mayor term

Aaron Clendenin

Aaron Clendenin is a dedicated community leader, small business owner, and proud longtime resident of Piedmont,
where he has lived since the age of seven. Deeply rooted in the community, Aaron brings a lifetime of local knowledge,
strong relationships, and a genuine commitment to serving his neighbors as he runs for mayor.

For over 15 years, Aaron has owned and operated a small business, earning a reputation for hard work, integrity, and
dependable service. His experience has given him a practical understanding of the challenges facing local families and
entrepreneurs, as well as the importance of responsible leadership and steady, thoughtful growth.

Aaron has also been involved in the community through youth activities, including coaching basketball, where he has
enjoyed supporting local kids and helping them build confidence, teamwork, and discipline both on and off the court.

He and his wife, Lisa, a lifelong resident of Piedmont, have been married for 20 years and are raising their two daughters
in the community they proudly call home. Their deep roots and shared commitment to Piedmont fuel Aaron’s dedication
to preserving the town’s values while planning for its future.

As mayor, Aaron Clendenin will focus on supporting small businesses, strengthening the local economy, and maintaining
the strong sense of community that makes Piedmont a special place to live.

*Running for the 5-year Mayor term
John L. (Jack) Parks Jr.

John L. (Jack) Parks, 77 years old, Black Hills native, has lived in Piedmont for 54 years, is married, Theresa Parks, and has
two grown children who still live in the area.

I served in the U.S. Army for three years as a surveyor then worked for engineering companies until 1988 at which time |
started my own company, Fire Steel Forge, doing traditional blacksmithing. | was on the Board of Directors for Artist
Blacksmith’s Association of North America and was Co-Chair of our biannual conference held in Rapid City which brought

in over 900 Blacksmiths from all over the world in 2012.

| like to Garden and raise fruit trees; | would like to have a few chickens. | like to fish and enjoy the outdoors, and
Piedmont is a great place to do all that.

| have served for 18 years as the vice- chairman of the City Council. | am one of the original spark plugs that took the
initiative to make Piedmont Incorporated and I'm still very interested in keeping this community together. | also served
on the Piedmont Park board for many years before the city became incorporated and saw to its upkeep. | was also
instrumental in getting the library going out of the old fire station.

My main goals are clean drinking water and to get sewer for the valley which will make Piedmont a better place to live
and raise children. Organized growth is the key to this plan.

| believe society is better off if the people are more self-sufficient, therefore | like to see small business, service
organizations, Scouts, orchards and gardens, and maybe even a few chickens. Piedmont citizens are very volunteer
oriented which | like to see. The Piedmont Valley Library is a prime example of that.

Piedmont is growing by leaps and bounds and to accomplish what needs to be done, there needs to be conservatism of
the funds available. | feel that | can help that to happen. My engineering and business experiences also come in handy.

Therefor | am running for Mayor on June 2nd, 2026. Thank You for your support.



*Running for the 4-year Commissioner term
Philip G. Aitken

Retired after 26 years service from the US Air Force as a Civil Engineer HVAC technician.

Married to Patricia A. Aitken we have 4 children.

Lived in SD since 2002, and in Piedmant for the past 14 years.
Served on Piedmont Planning and Zoning from 2017-2019
Served on Piedmont city council from 2019-2025

A physical Conservative, | believe in limited government.

*Running for the 4-yvear Commissioner term

Benjamin Neill

Hello, my name is Benjamin (Ben) Neill and | am running for a four-year term on the Piedmont
City Council.

| am a four-year resident of Piedmont, moving back to the area with my wife and stepdaughter
and purchasing a home in town after a very short time in Kansas. | am a South Dakot= native,
born and raised in Aberdeen and later moved to Rapid City. | graduated from Rapid City Central
H.5. and went on to get my Associates in Architectural Drafting from Western Dakota Tech.

| have been a part of the construction industry for the last eight years as a project manager and
before that | was a lead machinist for a machine shop in Britton, SD. | have always enjoyed the
teadership roles in life and find them challenging and rewarding. | believe a truly great feader is
one that isn’t afraid to make decisions, thinks outside the box, listens and has compassion, will
work until the job Is done right, is willing to “get in the trenches” with others, and will do what
is right,

In my free time you can find me fishing, tinkering in the garage, working in my yard, catching a
good concert, or just off exploring the Black Hills with my wife. We both also enjoy volunteering
our time working at the old Keystone School House during the Haunting of Keystone where the
proceeds are donated to various needs. We both love this area with its natural beauty, friendly
people, and rich history. We couldn’t imagine a better place to settle down than Piedmont and
are committed to its future.




3-vear Commissioner term — No Election

Dale McMillin

| was born in Pierre SD and grew up in western SD. Lived in Midland for the first 8 years and then moved to Bennet
County. Graduated from Bennet County High on the honor role. Joined the US Army out of high School and server as a
Multi-Channel Communications Specialist. | was stationed in Korea at the end of the Vietnam War. From there was
stationed at Ft. Poke La. | was sent on maneuvers from there to Florida, Germany, Luxenberg and Belgum. | have seen
the sun set and rise for both sides of the Atlantic and Pacific, Also the Southern Cross.

After ETS | moved to Rapid City for about 6 months until | moved to the Piedmont valley. | spent my working life in
electronics. Starting out as an electronics Technician doing component level repair on main frame computer boards and
ending supporting Homeland Security as a Field Engineer by maintaining the scanning equipment used to detour
Domestic and Foreign Terrorism in cur airports, border crossings and seaports,

1 was am EMT for 34 years and worked with the Piedmont Ambulance and Deer Mt. and Terry Peak Ski Patrols. Also
trained in Wilderness survival and Wilderness Medicine. | was a Fire Fighter for the Black Hawk Fire Dept. for 33 years. |
was the Asst Chief for 28 years and a SD certified FF Instructure. | was a member of several Incident Management Teams
for 16 years: Pennington County IMT, SD IMT, Northern Great Plains IMT, Rocky Mt. IMT C, and Rocky Mt IMT Blue. All
the teams were all risk and I responded to a lot of Wild fires, 2 Floods and 3 Hurricanes.

[ have sat on several Boards:

Btack Hawk VFD board - 30 years - Vice Chair

Black Hawk Tax District board — 30 years - Vice Chair

BH Regional Ski for Light — 14 years — Secretary  Involved for 37 years
Pennington County FF Association 3 years

| enjoy Skiing, Motorcycle Riding, 4 Wheeling, Hunting, Fishing, Camping, Music and traveling.

2-vear Commissioner term — No Election

Bruce J. Lutz

Hello, my name is Bruce Lutz and | have been currently serving on the Piedmont City Board for the past 2 years.
My wife of 35 years and | have lived in Piedmont since December 1997.

| take representing the people of Piedmont very seriously and am honored to serve.

| have owned my own business as a Professional Band Instrument Repair Technician, for the last 16 years. |
enjoy my work on instruments, music, my dogs, fishing, and riding motorcycle.

| also look forward to what the future has in store for our small, but growing community.




1-year Commissioner term — No Election

Shannon Blotske

Hello! I have been a Piedmont resident since 2010 and continue to enjoy the beauty of our community with my two
sons, Ethan (23) and Camden (21).

I was born and raised in ND. Growing up | was able to spend a lot of quality time with my grandparents, who owned the
local grocery store, where my parents and other relatives worked. At an early age | learned to work by helping others.
My parents later ran a hardware store; my dad built a handyman business. My Grandfather was a Navy Veteran.
Growing up | enjoyed gymnastics, figure skating, track, and teaching piano as well as accompaniment for choirs and
small bands. Current hobbies include taking dance lessons at Heartland Dancing with my sweetheart, raising chicks, and
soon will be garden season. If you haven’t experienced colorful tomatoes, some unique varieties include pineapple,
zebra, and Brad‘s atomic grape tomatoes.

| graduated from the University of Missouri - Columbia (“Mizzou Tigers”) with a Bachelor of Health Science in
Occupational Therapy. Working as a traveling therapist allowed for sightseeing in many states, then settling in the Black
Hills in 1998. During my career, | obtained management experience as Director of Rehabilitation overseeing 20 staff in
treatment settings including skilled nursing rehab, home health, and outpatient.

In Dec 2025 with 32 yrs experience in OT and an emphasis on home care, | took the plunge to transition my traditional
medical career to my dream of being a small business owner. Through founding Care Full Living LLC - | work serving my
community as a private provider with a focus on assisting people to age in place, to remain in their homes as long as
possible. Additionally, my work emphasis involves advocating for patient quality of care; this includes at assisted living,
medical appointments and nursing facilities.

One of the biggest surprises in my life was homeschooling my 2 boys from K-12. 1 am proud of their accomplishments of
Maintenance Mechanic and Apprentice Electrician.

Holding a position on the Piedmont City Commission is my newest way to serve. | look forward to learning what our
residents view as needs and priorities for our unique and beautiful community.
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Diedmont’s City Wide
RDummacgee Sale
July 24-25

et us know at the City if you want to
particinate and be on the Map

Start Preparing NOW?



Phil's Corner

As we come out of winter, the limestone quarry has been the topic for the citizens of our community. We
have seen a tremendous outpouring of apposition from our citizens to the operation. This opposition can
certainly be understood when you look around our Black Hills and see what similar operations have done in
other areas. State standards for reclamation of effective areas are not effective. It is far more profitable for
an absentee corporation to forfeit the reclamation bond than to rehabilitate the area they have disturbed.
The state then gets the money from the bond and the affected area is left with the problem. While the
corporations and individuals that own the land have property rights, they do not have the right to destroy the
property values of their neighbors. The city and some of the affected neighbors are currently involved in
litigation to try to protect our community and maintain our smail-town attractiveness.

Since our incorporation almost twenty years ago, Piedmont has grown from a class three municipality to a
class two. This change in city size has come about when the residents of areas surrounding our town realized
that as population grows more rules and regulation enforcement are necessary. We went to court and the
judge agreed that our community met the requirements for a class two city and gave us a year to implement
the changes from a city commission form of government to a mayor council one. This change will take place
with the election in June for a mayor and four city council members. They will then be installed to begin

running our town in July.

The large increases in population throughout southwestern Meade County have created a lot of new issues for
our residents. When | was a child growing up in Piedmont my friends and | had the run of the whole valley.
We could bike, fish, hunt and do all the things that make childhood great. You knew your neighbors and they
knew you, 1t was Hillary Clinton’s “it takes a village” concept. The entire community got together to build the
new auditorium for the school and for the town. We had more small businesses in a town of 200 residents
than we have now in a town of 1,000. Even when | returned to Piedmont after college and the military, our
community still had the small-town feel. The residents of “the valley” started an American Legion Post, a
Lions club, Kiwanis, and a chamber of commerce. The schools were expanded and we had six churches. It was

a great place to live and raise your children.

The problem with Piedmont today is anonymity and entitlement. In the years since Covid, many of our older
residents have passed away. They have in many instances been replaced by a cohort of people, many of
whom have moved here because they believe that you don’t have to follow the rules here. They don’t seem
to know, or don’t care that we have stop-signs, speed limits and you can’t ride motorized vehicles in our park.
Thankfully the Meade County Sheriffs Department is helping us to enforce some of our traffic rules. The other
big issue, however, is the fact that we have passed ordnances in Piedmont and our one-mile jurisdiction. Alot
of our residents don’t know, or don’t care that you can’t have your junk car or your trailer parked on the city
right of way. They don’t know or don’t care that you need to have building permits and meet certain
requirements to build on your property. There are too many absentee property owners and corporations that
see Piedmont as a great place to break the rules and norms and make a lot of money. As we move forward
the people of our town are going to have to work together to insure that we enact and enforce rules that will
protect our residents as we move into the next chapter.
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City of Piedmont Drinking Water Report — full copy online or in the office



The Piedmont Cemetery News

The Piedmont Cemetery Board Meeting will be taking place May 4™ at 6:00 p.m. at the
Methodist Church. Piedmont public is welcome to attend.

Every May the Cemetery will remove all old decorations. If you have memorabilia you wish to
save, please remove them 3 weeks before Memorial Day.

Clean up day will be Saturday May 16™ at 9:00 am. Volunteers needed. Please bring trash bags
and wear gloves.

The Cemetery Board prohibits the planting of bushes, trees or flowers: or erecting benches,
decorative fences, or other structures such as decorative rock that would impede mowing.

Memorabilia may be left on the monument base out of the way of the mower or trimmer.
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Democracy is not a Spectator Sport



MPTEDMONT
~“VALLEY LIBRARY

Books » Audio Books ® Movies » Computers * WiFi

ﬁLike Us on Facebook!

111 Second Street, Piedmont
605-718-3663
piedmont.library@hotmail.com

www.piedmontlibrary.net

Every Thursday at 10 a.m.

Ages 5 and under and their

) % adults: Join us for read-aloud
stories and related activities.

Bluestockings Book Club

BLEN
CRUNMNP

WORSE

May 15 at 10:00 a.m.

To participate, stop by to
borrow a copy of the book,

then come discuss it!

Monthly Events

Chess Club—1st and 3rd Tuesdays,
at 5:30 p.m.

Elementary Book Club — Every Thurs-
day, at 3:30 p.m.

Crochet Club — 3rd Saturdays,
at 10:00 a.m.

Adult Art Class— 4th Saturdays, at 10
am

T(w)een Night— 2nd Thursdays, at 5 pm

Yoga in the Park 2nd and 4th
Saturdays, at 9:00 a.m.

D&D Club (Community Center)— 2nd
and 4th Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.

Homeschool Gathering — 2nd Fridays,
at 1:00 p.m.

Kid’s D&D — 2nd and 4th Tuesdays,
at 5:30 p.m.




PIEDMONT VALLEY LIBRARY
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SUMMER READING KICK-OFF ../

L)
June 6th @10 a.m.
C\iVe".  Piedmont City Park
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It is time to start enforcing some of our City Ordinances.
There are so many people out of compliance that it is hard
to know where to start. One of the first will be our City
Right-of-Ways. If you have anything in the City Right-
of-Way you will be receiving a letter and a deadline to get
this fixed. If you are aware, move it now! Save your City
some time and $$ by following the rules. Thanks
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Brick Order forms for the Park Music area
can be picked up in City Hall

These make great Memorial Bricks!
000

Take a look at what others have done.
@
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I @ rieomont

Bumper Stickers are available at City Hall

for those who wish to display them on your vehicle
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Look for the next Newsletter in July 2026!
Thanks for being a part of our beautiful little Community!



