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ORDINANCE #10

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SPECIFICATIONS FOR SIGNS AND
BILLBOARDS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF
PIEDMONT

BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED THAT THE MUNICIPALITY OF PIEDMONT HAS
HEREBY ADOPTED THE PIEDMONT SIGN AND BILLBOARD ORDINANCE

Article 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION

Section 1.00 Authority

Section 1.02 Piedmont’s authority to regulate signs, billboards and other advertising
structures is specified in South Dakota State Codified Law 31-29-68, 31-29-69 and 31-
29-70.

_Section 1.03 Purpose

The purpose of this Section shall be to establish effective local regulation of outdoor
advertising. It is intended to provide for the convenience of the traveling public, for the
promotion of locally available facilities, goods, and services, to minimize any negative
impact on adjacent properties, and preserve the natural aesthetics of the Piedmont area. It
is also attempting to pursue a reasonable number of and placement of signs and
billboards.

Seetion 1.04 Jurisdiction

These regulations shall govern all billboards and signs under the jurisdiction of the City
of Piedmont. Billboards and signs governed are hereinafter defined under Article II.

Article 11. DEFINITIONS

ABANDONED SIGN/BILLBOARD: Any Billboard or Sign, which for a period of 90
days, is any one of the following:

1. Not properly maintained

2. Declared unlawful by the City of Piedmont.

3. Displays no advertising message or public service announcement.

4.
If a sign or billboard is considered abandoned, any new sign or billboard, whether re-
constructed or painted on any structure or object, must comply with the current
definitions and regulations of this Sign and Billboard Ordinance.
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ADVERTISING: Any writing, painting, display, emblem, drawing, sign, or other device
designed, used, or intended to be used for display or any type of publicity for the purpose
of making anything known or attracting attention to a place, product, goods, services,
idea or statement.

AGGREGATE SIGN AREA: The total square footage of all business and outdoor
advertising signs on any specific lot.

ALTERATION: Any change of copy, sign face, color, size, shape, illumination,
location, construction, or supporting structure of any sign.

ANIMATED SIGN: A sign that uses movement, lighting or special materials to depict
action or create a special effect to imitate movement.

AREA IDENTIFICATION SIGN: A sign to identify a common area containing a
group of structures, or a single structure on a minimum of five acres, such as a residential
subdivision, apartment complex, industrial park, or shopping center, located at the
entrance or entrances of the area will be considered as an On-Premise Business Sign per
this ordinance.

-ASSOCIATION IDENTIFICATION SIGN: A sign identifying the name of a
residential, commercial, educational, or industrial complex, or development will be
considered as an On-Premise Business Sign per this Ordinance.

ATTENTION-ATTRACTING DEVICE: Any streamer, pennant, propeller, inflatable
sign, tethered balloon,(2 feet in diameter or larger), bunting or other artificial device,
figure, shape, color, sound, light or exhibit, whether live, animated or still, that is
intended to attract attention to the use or business being conducted on the site.
AWNING: A roof-like cover, often of fabric or metal designed and intended to provide
protection from the weather or as a decorative embellishment, and which projects from a
wall or roof over a window, walk, or door. Awning Sign must maintain a minimum
vertical clearance of 9.0° (feet).

BANNER: A sign composed of lightweight material enclosed or unenclosed in a rigid
frame, secured or mounted so as to allow movement of the sign caused by movement of
the atmosphere. =

BEACON/SEARCH BEACON: Any light with one or more beams directed into the
atmosphere or directed at one or more points not on the same lot as the light source; also,
any light with one or more beams that rotate or move. Limited use, 30 days maximum,
must meet all State and Federal Laws for usage.

BENCH SIGN: A sign which is affixed to a bench not to include memorial dedications
in park or recreational areas.
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BILLBOARD: A sign usually large, that directs attention to a business, profession,
product, service, or entertainment mainly not sold or offered upon the premises where
such sign is located.

BUILDING FRONTAGE: That building elevation that fronts on a public street.

BUILDING INSPECTOR or BUILDING OFFICIAL: As used in this chapter shall
mean a city official appointed by the Board of Trustees to provide for the enforcement of
this ordinance.

BUILDING MARKER: Any sign or stone indicating the name of a building date or
incidental information about its construction.

BUILDING SIGN: Any sign attached to, or constructed against the wall or painted on
the surface of the wall of a building, with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel
with the plane of the wall.

‘BUSINESS/TENANT FRONTAGE: That portion of a building frontage occupied by a
single tenant space having a public entrance within the building frontage. For businesses
located on the interior of a building without building frontage, the building elevation
providing customer access shall be considered the business frontage

CANOPY: A permanently roofed shelter projecting over a sidewalk, driveway, entry,
window, or similar area, which shelter may be supported by a building or columns, poles,
or braces extending from the ground. A Canopy Sign must maintain a minimum vertical
clearance of 9.0° (feet).

CANOPY SIGN: A sign that is a part of or attached to any awning, canopy, or other
fabric, plastic, or structural protective cover over a door, entrance window, or outdoor
service area. A Canopy must maintain a minimum vertical clearance of 9.0’

CHANGEABLE COPY: A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or
illustrations that can be changed. %

CHANNEL LETTERS: Three dimensional individually cut letters or figures, affixed to
a structure.

COPY: Words, letters, logos, numbers, figures, symbols, illustrations, or symbolic
representations that form a message or otherwise call attention to a business, product
service, or activity, or to the sign itself.

CONSTRUCT: To build, create, attach, hang, place, suspend, or affix, and shall include
the painting of wall signs.
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CONSTRUCTION/DEVELOPEMENT SIGNS: on a lot, signs not more than 12
(twelve) square feet in area, stating the names of contractors, engineers or architects, but
only during the time that construction or development is actively underway.

CONTROLLED ACCESS PRIMARY HIGHWAY: a primary highway of four or
more lanes with a raised, sunken, signed, marked, or striped dividing line separating
traffic flowing in opposite directions, except at designated points where at-grade
crossovers are provided or signs, markers, stripes, or other devices permit crossings. I-90
shall be considered a “controlled access primary highway”.

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS: used to give directions to or location of a specific place.
Messages on a directional sign shall be limited to the proper name of the site and the
mileage or distance, route numbers, and exit numbers. Sign blade and copy size shall
meet those standards adopted by the City of Piedmont.

DIRECTORY SIGN: A sign for listing the tenants, occupants, floor plan, addresses or
suite numbers of a building, center or residential building complex.

DOUBLE-FACED SIGN: A sign constructed to display its message on the outer
- surfaces of two identical and opposite planes at an angle of forty-five degrees or less.

DRIVE-THROUGH FACILITY: An establishment that by design, physical facilities,
service or by packaging procedures encourages or permits customers to receive services,
obtain goods or be entertained while remaining in their motor vehicles.

ELECTRONIC READER BOARD: A sign or portion thereof which can be
electronically changed or rearranged without altering the face or the surface of the sign.
A sign on which the only copy that changes is an electronic or mechanical indication of
time or temperature shall be considered a "time and temperature” portion of a sign and
not a commercial message or an electronic reader board sign for purposes of this Chapter.
EXPOSED NEON: Signage such that the neon tubing is visible to the eye. This shall not
include neon signs located within building windows, or behind opaque sign faces.
FLAG: Any fabric containing distinctive colors, patterns or symbols used as a symbol of
a Government, political subdivision or private entity.

FLASHING SIGN: An illuminated sign on which artificial light is not maintained
stationary and/or constant in intensity and color.

FREESTANDING SIGN: A sign which is supported by one or more uprights, poles, or
braces in or upon the ground.

FRONTAGE, ROAD: A roadway with an alignment adjacent to and generally parallel
with a limited access highway whose purpose is to serve commercial, institutional,
industrial or typically medium- to high-density residential use.
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FRONTAGE, STREET: The length of a lot line that abuts public street right-of-way.

FUTURE TENANT SIGN: A temporary sign that identifies the names of future
businesses.

GARAGE/YARD SALE: A private sale of personal property used to dispose of personal
household possessions; not for the use of any commercial venture.

GOVERNING BOARD: Piedmont Board of Trustees

GRAND OPENING: A one-time promotional activity not exceeding thirty calendar days
used by newly established businesses within two months after occupancy to inform the
public of their location and service available to the community.

INFORMATIONAL SIGN: A sign with a purpose secondary to the use of the lot on
which it is located that provides directives and/or identifying messages.

ILLUMINATED SIGN: A sign where artificial light projects from within or onto the
sign copy. Interior illumination shall mean signs where the artificial light source is
located within the sign and is not viewable from the exterior of the sign. Exterior
illumination is a light source that is visible exterior to the sign.

- INFLATABLE DEVICE: An object that is inflated with air or gas

LOT: Any piece or parcel of land or a portion of a subdivision, the boundaries of which
have been established by some legal instrument of record that is recognized and intended
as a unit for the purpose of transfer of ownership.

MAINTENANCE: The repair or replacement in kind of individual sign components
including paper, fabric or plastic copy panels, electrical wiring and bulbs, or paint, stucco
or other exterior finishes.

MAROQUEE: A hood or permanent construction that projects from the wall of a building,
usually above the entrance.

MARQUEE SIGN: A projecting sign attached to, in any manner, or made a part of a
marquee. A Marquee Sign must maintain a minimum vertical clearance of 9.0” (feet).

MULTIPLE-TENANT BUILDING: A development consisting of two (2) or more
separate uses or tenancies that share either the same lot or structure and use common
access and/or parking facilities.

MULTI-FACED: A two-sided sign which is the same on both sides. The single
structural component is counted as one sign.

MONUMENT SIGN: A freestanding sign that does not have exposed pole or pylon, and
is attached to a single columnar base for at least seventy-five (75) percent of the entire




